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BYLAW NO: 26/0XX

A BYLAW OF THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF WOOD BUFFALO TO ADOPT A
BUSINESS LICENCE BYLAW FOR THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF WOOD
BUFFALO

WHEREAS Section 8 of the Municipal Government Act, RSA 2000, c. M-26, authorizes a
municipality to pass bylaws for municipal purposes, including bylaws respecting Businesses,
Business activities, and Persons engaged in Business;

AND WHEREAS Section 191(1) of the Municipal Government Act, RSA 2000, c. M-26
empowers Council to amend or repeal a bylaw;

NOW THEREFORE, the Council of the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo, in the Province
of Alberta, duly assembled, enacts as follows:

1. THAT the Business Licence Bylaw attached hereto as Schedule “A” is hereby adopted.
2. THAT this Bylaw may be cited as the "Business Licence Bylaw".

3. THAT Bylaw No. 01/031, being “License Bylaw Consolidated” for the Regional
Municipality of Wood Buffalo, and all subsequent amendments thereto, are hereby
repealed.

4. This Bylaw comes into effect on , 20

Read a first time this _ day of _, 2026.

Read a second time this  day of ,20 .

Read a third and final time this _ day of , 202 .
Signed and passed this  day of , 202 .

The following colour coding is used throughout this document to indicate new additions to the bylaw,
content carried over directly from the current bylaw, and text that has been modified from the existing
bylaw.

Colour Meaning

Gray Text carried over directly from the current bylaw with no changes
Green Existing bylaw text that has been modified or updated

Yellow New content introduced that does not exist in the current bylaw
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PART | - INTERPRETATION

1. SHORT TITLE
This Bylaw may be cited as the “Business Licence Bylaw”.

2. BYLAW APPLICATION

This Bylaw applies to any Person who intends to Carry On or is Carrying On a business within the
Municipality, whether for a Resident Business or a Non-Resident Business.

(d)

4. DEFINITIONS
In this Bylaw:
(a) “Act’ means the Municipal Government Act, RSA 2000, c M-26.

(b) “Agent’ means a natural Person who, by mutual consent, acts for the benefit of a Person, in
care and control of the Premises where a Business is being conducted.

(c) “Alcohol Sales” means a Business that sells, provides, imports, exports, or distributes alcoholic
beverages for consumption off the Premises.

(d) “Amusement Arcade’ means a Business where three or more machines, games or devices
are kept for the purpose of furnishing entertainment or amusement to the public for a fee.

(e) “Applicant’ means a Person who applies for a Licence or renewal of a Licence required by this
Bylaw.

(f) “Automotive Dealership” means a Business that sells or rents new or previously-owned
motorized or non-motorized vehicles, including private passenger vehicles, commercial
vehicles, off-highway vehicles, recreational vehicles, motorcycles, boats, and trailers, but does
not include bicycles, e-bikes, e-scooters, industrial equipment sales, rental, and repair.

(g) “Automotive Repair, Maintenance, and Modification” means a Business that repairs,
rebuilds, restores, maintains, inspects, cleans, modifies, or customizes motorized or non-
motorized vehicles, including private passenger vehicles, commercial vehicles, off-highway
vehicles, recreational vehicles, motorcycles, boats, and trailers, but does not include services
related to bicycles, e-bikes, e-scooters, or small engines.
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(h) “Business” means:

i. acommercial, merchandising, or industrial activity or undertaking;
ii. a profession, trade, occupation, calling, or employment; or
iii. an activity providing goods or services;

whether or not for profit and however organized or formed, including a single Person, co-
operative or association of Persons, that is Carried On in or out of a Premises.

(iy “Cannabis” means Cannabis as defined in the Cannabis Act, SC 2018, and includes any
products containing Cannabis.

(i) “Cannabis Production Facility" means a Business that grows and harvests material from
Cannabis plants, including seeds and seedlings, on the Premises, and may also include sales
of the harvested material to other Businesses, including Cannabis Retail Sales.

(k) “Cannabis Retail Sales” means a Business that sells, or offers to sell, Cannabis to consumers
from the Premises and may also include the sale of Cannabis accessories.

() “carry On”, “Carrying On”, “Carried On” and “Carries On” means to conduct, operate,
perform, keep, hold, occupy, deal in or use, for a fee or exchange of benefits.

(m) “Council” means the Municipal Council of the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo.

(n) “Fees, Rates and Charges Bylaw” means the currently in force bylaw establishing fees, rates,
and charges for the Municipality.

(0) “Food Services” means a Business that sells prepared food or non-alcoholic beverages ready
for immediate consumption on or off a Premises.

(p) “Home Business” means a Business Carried On by a Person, who is an occupant of a residential
building, in compliance with the Land Use Bylaw.

(q) “Hotel/Motel’ means a Business that offers temporary lodging on the Premises, but does not
include lodging in a private dwelling or other residential property.

(r) “Land Use Bylaw” means the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo Land Use Bylaw.

(s) “Licence” means the authorization, permission, or right granted under this Bylaw to Carry On
a Business within the Municipality.

(t) “Licensee” means a Person holding a valid and subsisting Licence issued pursuant to this Bylaw.

(u) “Licence Officer” means a municipal officer authorized by the Licensing Authority to receive
and consider applications for a Licence, including the power to consult with, obtain information
from, and verify information with other employees or Agents of the Municipality, other
governments, or government agencies.

(v) “Licensing Authority” means a Person who has been appointed pursuant to Part 1, Section 3
or to whom the powers of the Person appointed pursuant to Part 1, Section 3 have been
delegated.

(w) “Market’ means a sales activity within an open area, building or other structure where one or
more individual sellers offer goods for sale directly to the public.
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(X) “Municipal Tag” means a form issued by the Municipality alleging an offence of a municipality
bylaw allowing for voluntary payment of the prescribed fine

(y) “Municipality” means the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo, a municipal corporation.

(z) “Non-Resident Business” means a Business that does not maintain premises within the
Municipality.

(aa) “Not-for-Profit Organization” means a Person engaged in charity or in the promotion of general
social welfare and includes:

i. a society established under the Societies Act, RSA 2000, ¢ S-18;

ii. aregistered charity established under the Income Tax Act, RSC 1985, ¢ 1 (5th Supp);

iii. a company incorporated under Part 9 of the Companies Act, RSA 2000, ¢ C-21;

iv. a company incorporated under the Canada Not-for-Profit Corporations Act, SC 2009,
c 23; or

v. a society, charity, or other company with objects other than profit, which may be
established under successor or replacement legislation to any of the enactments
referred to above.

(bb) “Peace Officer” means a Bylaw Enforcement Officer or a Community Peace Officer appointed
by the Municipality to enforce bylaws of the Municipality and includes a member of the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police.

(cc) “Person” means a natural Person or a corporate body and includes a partnership, a group of
Persons acting in concert, or an association unless the context explicitly, or by necessary
implication, otherwise requires.

(dd) “Personal Services” means a Business that provides services related to the cleaning or repair
of personal effects, or the care and appearance of the body, including massage of the head,
hands, and feet; and massage provided as part of an aesthetic service, but does not include
any other physical external manipulation of the soft tissues of the human body by a Person.

(ee) “Premises” means lands, buildings, structures, orother physical places occupied, or capable
of being occupied, by any Person for the purpose of any Business.

(ff) “Project Accommodation” means a lodging complex used to house workers who are
characteristically employed in industrial projects. These residential complexes may also
accommodate non-industrial related populations including but not limited to visiting athletes
during competitions hosted in the Municipality or evacuees affected by an emergency, and
without restricting the generality of the above, the complex is usually made up of several mobile
units, clustered in such fashion as to provide sleeping, eating, recreation, and other basic living
facilities. The units may be dismantled and removed from the site from time to time.

(gg9) “Resident Business” means a Business that is Carried On by a Person who either resides in
the Municipality or establishes a permanent place in the Municipality which can be verified by
providing a copy of a lease agreement, a letter of authorization, or Certificate of Title.

(hh) “Secondhand Dealer” means a Business of acquiring secondhand goods, wares or merchandise
of any kind for the purpose of selling or offering for sale such goods, wares or merchandise.

(i) "Trade Show" means a temporary organized event at which multiple Businesses, organizations,
or individuals occupy designated booths, tables, exhibits or other temporary display areas for the
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purpose of exhibiting, promoting, demonstrating, marketing, or selling goods or services to the
public or invited attendees.

(j) “Violation Ticket” has the same meaning as defined in the Provincial Offences Procedure Act.
5. INTERPRETATION
(a) In this Bylaw:

i. words importing the singular number include the plural and vice versa, and words importing the
neuter gender include the masculine and the feminine genders and vice versa;

ii. any reference to “including” means “including, but not limited to”;

iii. unless expressly stated otherwise, a reference to a “Section” is a reference to a section in this
Bylaw, a reference to a “Part” is a reference to a part in this Bylaw, and any reference to a
“Schedule” is a reference to a schedule to this Bylaw;

iv. unless expressly stated otherwise, a reference to an enactment is a reference to an enactment
of Alberta and its regulations, as amended, revised, consolidated, or replaced from time to time,
and a reference to a bylaw or policy is a reference to a bylaw or policy of the Municipality, as
amended, revised, consolidated, or replaced from time to time; and

v. areference to the current title of a position includes the position as it may be renamed from time
to time, or if the position is modified or eliminated, any references in this Bylaw to the modified
or eliminated position are intended to be a reference to any other position with those functions
and responsibilities that most closely resemble the position described in this Bylaw.

PART 2 — GENERAL LICENCE PROVISIONS

—

c) A Person Carrying On or operating a Business from two or more Premises shall hold a separate
Licence for each Premises and shall pay the applicable fees specified under the Fees, Rates
and Charges Bylaw for each Licence.

(d) A licensee shall display the Licence in an easily noticeable location at the Premises where the
Business is Carried On.
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7. EXEMPTIONS FOR A BUSINESS LICENCE
Notwithstanding Part 2, Section 6, no Licence shall be required for:
(@) a Business Carried On by the Municipality or a Person acting on behalf of the Municipality;

(b) aBusiness Carried On by the Government of the Province of Alberta or a Person acting on behalf
of the Government of the Province of Alberta;

(c) a Business Carried On by the Government of Canada or a Person acting on behalf of the
Government of Canada;

(d) a Business Carried On by Keyano College, Fort McMurray School District No. 2833, or Fort
McMurray Roman Catholic School District No. 32 as it relates to the normal operation of their
respective educational systems or under the Joint Use Planning Agreement with the Municipality;

8. LICENSE APPLICATION
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9. LICENCE ISSUANCE
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10. LICENCE MAINTENANCE AND RENEWAL

(@) A Licence issued under this Bylaw expires on December 31st of the year in which the Licence
is issued unless it is revoked earlier under this Bylaw.

11. BUSINESS LICENCE FEE EXEMPTIONS

(@) Not-for-Profit Organizations operating in the Municipality shall obtain a valid Licence in order
to operate within the Municipality.

(b) Notwithstanding Subsection 11(a), the Licence Officer may exempt a Not-for-Profit
Organization from the payment of Licence application and renewal fees, where a Not-for-Profit
Organization submits with a valid Province of Alberta Non-Profit Registration certificate with
their Licence application and each year prior to the yearly Licence expiration date.

—~

c) Where an exemption is refused, an organization may appeal such decision to Council, pursuant
to Section 14 as if the Licence had been refused.

12. INSPECTION OF PREMISES

13. LICENCE REVOCATION AND SUSPENSION
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14. APPEAL OF DECISION

(b)  An appeal must be submitted in writing to the Subdivision and Development Appeal Board within
thirty (30) days after the decision is made by the Licence Officer.

PART 3 - OFFENCES AND PENALTIES

15. LICENCE OFFENCES

—~

a) A Person who contravenes any provision of this Bylaw is guilty of an offence.

—~

b) A Person found guilty of an offence is liable on summary conviction to a penalty provided in the
Act, unless another penalty is provided in a statute of the Province of Alberta that has special
application to a Licence hereunder, in which case the penalty provided in the statute shall

apply.
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(c)  Where a contravention of this Bylaw is of a continuing nature, each day or part of a day that the
contravention continues constitutes a separate offence.

(d) A Municipal Tag may be issued by the Municipality to any Person who is alleged to have
contravened this Bylaw.

(e) A Municipal Tag shall identify the alleged offence and state the applicable administrative penalty
established under this Bylaw.

() A Person who receives a Municipal Tag may pay the administrative penalty specified on the
Municipal Tag on or before the payment due date. Upon payment in full within the prescribed
time, no further enforcement proceedings will be commenced in respect of that offence.

(@)  Where a Violation Ticket is issued for an offence under this Bylaw, the Violation Ticket may:

i. specify the penalty amount established by this bylaw for the offence; or
ii. require a Person to appear in court without the alternative of making a voluntary payment.

(h) If a Violation Ticket specifying the fine amount established by this Bylaw is issued for an offence,
a Person who commits the offence may make a voluntary payment equal to the specified penalty
amount.

16. PENALTIES

(a) A Person or licensee who breaches the provisions of this Bylaw may be subject to the following
specified penalties:

i. A Person who Carries On Business without a valid Licence for a period exceeding thirty
(30) days shall be subject to an administrative penalty of five hundred dollars ($500). The
administrative penalty shall be reduced to two hundred and fifty dollars ($300) if paid within
ten (10) days of issuance.

ii. Alicensee who Carries On Business activities while their Licence is suspended or revoked
shall be subject to an administrative penalty of five hundred dollars ($500). The
administrative penalty shall be reduced to two hundred and fifty dollars ($300) if paid within
ten (10) days of issuance.

iii. A licensee who Carries On Business activities after their Licence has expired without
renewal shall be required to pay the full applicable Licence fee and shall not be eligible for
any early renewal discount established under the Fees, Rates and Charges Bylaw.

iv. In addition to any requirement under Subsection 16(a)(iii), a Business that has been
operating without a valid yearly shall be required to pay the applicable Licence fee for each
missed Licence year and for the current Licence year.

V. A Person who commits a second or subsequent offence under this Bylaw within a period
of twenty-four (24) months from the date of a previous offence is subject to double the
administrative penalty otherwise applicable.

PART 4 - SPECIAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO CERTAIN BUSINESSES

17. ALCOHOL SALES

(@) A Business of Alcohol Sales shall not be Carried On at the same Premises as a Business of
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

‘l

AMUSEMENT ARCADE

—~

a) The Business of an Amusement Arcade shall not keep machines or devices on the Premises that
contravene the prohibitions contained in the Criminal Code, RSC 1985, ¢ C-46.

—

b) A Licence Officer may not issue a Licence for an Amusement Arcade where there are any
machine or devices on the Premises that contravene the Criminal Code, RSC 1985, ¢ C-46.

AUTOMOTIVE DEALERSHIPS

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR, MAINTENANCE AND MODIFICATION

CANNABIS PRODUCTION FACILITY

CANNABIS RETAIL SALES
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23. FOOD SERVICES
24, HOME BUSINESS
25. HOTEL/MOTEL
26. MARKET

27. PERSONAL SERVICES
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28.

29.

30.

31.

SECONDHAND DEALER

(b) A licensee of a Secondhand Dealer shall keep the following information of any secondhand
property available at all times to produce on the demand of RCMP:

i. adetailed description of any personal property acquired;
ii. the price paid for such property;
iii. the date and time of day such property is acquired; and,

iv. the full name and address, as confirmed by identification, and a detailed description
of the Person from whom such acquisition was made.

(e) A licensee of a Secondhand Dealer or any other Person responsible for the Premises of a
Secondhand Dealer and who receives property as part of their responsibilities shall notify RCMP
if they have a reason to believe that any property was obtained illegally.

TRADE SHOW

PROJECT ACCOMMODATION

MISCELLANEOUS

(a) Each provision of this Bylaw shall be deemed independent of all other provisions herein, and that
if, for any reason, one provision shall be declared inoperative; it shall not affect the operation
and validity of the other Sections of this Bylaw.
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